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  PARK WARDEN SERVICE ALUMNI SOCIETY ALBERTA 
CORPORATE ACCESS NUMBER: 5014397136 

BYLAWS 
 

 
      DEFINITIONS   
 
1) The following definitions shall be recognized for the purpose of the Society: 
    Warden Service shall mean the former and current personnel of the National Parks 
    warden service. 
    Park Warden’ shall include all Parks Canada employees now and in the future whose  
    job title is or was:  
     i)  National Park Warden or equivalent,  
    ii) Resource Conservation Officer or equivalent, or 
   iii) Public Safety Officer or equivalent and who are or were employed with the federal 
        government branch now known as the Parks Canada Agency. 
 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
2) Application for membership – all applications for membership shall be approved by 
the Board.   Any person being of the full age of 18 years may become a member in good 
standing and upon payment of the fee.   
 
3) Fees - membership fees shall be determined from time to time by the members at a 

general meeting.   Memberships must be renewed by January 1st. of each year. 
 

4) Membership - membership shall consist of four categories defined as follows: 
 

 4.1 - “voting members” include retired members of the warden service and their 
 spouses; or retired persons who have worked within the warden service and their 
 spouses. 

  
4.2 - “honourary members” include immediate family members of retired members 
of the warden service; or immediate family members of retired persons who have 
worked within the warden service. 
 

 4.3  -“lifetime members” are not required to pay membership dues, and are entitled 
 to vote.  They include:  
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 i) a retired member of the warden service who has reached 80 years of age;    
 ii) a spouse of a retired member of the warden service who has reached 80 years of   
 age;                                                                                                                               
 iii) a retired person who has worked within the warden service who has reached 80 
 years of age;                                                                                                                
 iv) a spouse of a retired person, and who has worked within the  warden service who 
 has reached 80 years of age. 

4.4  “Associate members” include any park warden who is not yet retired; or any 
person who works within the warden service who is not yet retired. 
 
4.5  “Supporting members” can be anyone for whom the Association is important 
and wishes to participate in the Association’s activities by lending expertise to assist 
in projects or provide advice. 

    
5) Suspension of member - if any member is in arrears for membership fees for any 

year, such member shall be automatically suspended at the expiration of 6 months 
from the end of such year and shall thereafter be entitled to no membership 
privileges or powers in the society until reinstated.    

 
6) Expulsion of member - any member or members in good standing may apply to the 

Board to have another member or members expelled giving reason for the request.  
The impugned member or members will be notified by the Board and permitted to 
defend themselves.  The Board will then decide the matter and their decision made 
by a majority vote.   

                                                                                                
7) Resignation of member – any member wishing to withdraw from membership may 

do so upon notice in writing to the Board through its Secretary. 
 
8) Membership List - the membership list of the Society shall be available to members 

in good standing if requested. 
 
 

MEETINGS 
 

9) General Meetings - a general Meeting of the members shall be held Annually on or 
before October 31st of each year, at such place as the Board may determine on such 
days as the Board shall appoint. One General meeting must be held each year.  
Notice shall be given to the membership by sealed envelope, telephone, by telefax, or 
electronically 10 days before any general meeting. 
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 At this meeting there shall be elected a President, Vice-President, Secretary, 
 Treasurer (or Secretary-Treasurer), and up to ten (10) directors.  The officers and 
 directors so elected shall form a Board, and shall serve until their successors are 
 elected and installed.  The Board may appoint a membership chairman and 
 Newsletter Editor from the elected directors.   
 
     10) Vacancy - any vacancy occurring during the year shall be filled at the next meeting 
 provided it is so stated in the notice call for such meeting.  The term of any member 
 so appointed by the Board will expire at the next general Meeting.  Any member in 
 good standing shall be eligible for any office in the Society.  
 

11) Special Meetings – a Special meeting may be called on the instructions of any two 
members provided they request the President in writing to call such meeting and state 
the business to be brought before the meeting.  Notice shall be given to the membership 
by sealed envelope, telephone, by telefax, or electronically 10 days prior to any general 
meeting.  Business of Meeting - at every annual general meeting, in addition to any 
other business that may be transacted, the report of the directors, the financial statement, 
and the auditors report shall be presented and a board of directors elected.  

 
12)  Notice of Meeting - under the provisions of the by-laws of the Society notice is 

required to be given to the membership by sealed envelope, telephone, by telefax, or 
electronically 10 days before any general meeting or special meeting 

 
13)  Quorum - ten voting members in good standing who are present in person shall 

constitute a quorum at any General or Special meeting.  In the event a quorum is not 
present, the meeting shall be adjourned to a time and place determined by the 
President. 

 
14)  Board meetings - shall be held as often as may be required, but at least four (4) 

times per year, and shall be called by the President.    
 
15)  Quorum at Board meeting – five (5) officers in good standing including at least two 

of the President, Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer shall constitute a quorum at 
any Board meeting.  In the event that a quorum is not present any business 
transactions at such meeting shall be ratified by motion at the next regularly called 
meeting of the Board, otherwise they are null and void. 

 
 
      VOTING 
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16) Individual Votes - each voting member in good standing, who has not withdrawn 
 from membership nor has been suspended or expelled, shall have the right to vote on 
 each question arising at any meeting of the Society.   

 
     17) Voting by proxy - a voting member in good standing shall be entitled to appoint a 
 proxy holder to attend, act and vote for her or him at any Board meeting, general 
 meeting or special meeting.  A proxy shall be in writing, and state the reason why it 
 needed.  The proxy appointment shall be deposited with the Secretary prior to the 
 meeting at which the person named in the proxy proposes to vote. The proxy 
 becomes null and void at the Adjournment of such meeting. 

     18) No Vote - Honourary members, Associate members and Supporting members are 
 not entitled to vote at any meeting of the Society.   

19) Voting decisions - at all meetings of the Society, every question shall be decided by 
a majority of the votes of the voting members present.   Every question will be 
determined by a show of hands unless a poll be demanded by any voting member.  Upon 
a show of hands, excluding a poll, a declaration by the chairman that a resolution has 
been or has not been carried and an entry to that effect has been noted in the minutes. In 
the case of equality in a vote, the chairman shall be entitled to a vote. 
 
20) Resolution in writing – a resolution in writing signed by all the voting members 
shall be valid and effectual as if it had been passed at a meeting of voting members duly 
called and constituted. 
  
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

21) Qualification - a member of the Board must be a voting member in good standing of 
the Society. 
 
22) Board of Directors, Executive Committee or Board shall mean the Board of 
Directors of the Park Warden Service Alumni Society Alberta.  The Board shall be 
comprised of (12) and no more than (14) persons. 
 
23) The Board shall, subject to the by-laws or directions given by the majority vote at 
any meeting properly called and constituted, have full control and management of the 
affairs of the society and meetings of the Board.  
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24) A person appointed or elected a director becomes a director if they were present at 
the meeting when being appointed or elected, and did not refuse the appointment.  They 
may also become a director if they were not present at the meeting but consented in 
writing to act as a director before the appointment or election, or within 10 days after the 
appointment or election, or if they acted as a director pursuant to the appointment or 
election.   
 
25) Term of Board – the offices of President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer 
shall be elected to hold office for two (2) years until the next annual meeting or until his 
(her) successor shall be duly elected and qualified.  There shall be up to ten Directors 
elected to hold office on a rotating basis as follows:  half of the Directors shall be 
appointed for a three (3) year term; and half of the Directors shall be appointed for a two 
(2) year term.  
 
26) Powers - the Board shall manage the affairs of the Society.  The Board may exercise 
all powers and do all acts and things as the Society by its by-laws or as it is otherwise 
authorized to do. 
 
27) Expenditures- a member of the Board shall be allowed to spend a total amount of up 
to Five Hundred Dollars ($500) upon consultation with, and approval of the President or 
Secretary-Treasurer. All other expenditures must be voted on by the Board. 
 
28) Delegation - A member of the Board may delegate any of its powers to any Director 
or Officer of the Society. 
 
29) Vacating Office - a Board member may resign by notifying the Board in writing 
through its Secretary.  If any member of the Board resigns his/her office, the Directors 
may appoint a successor in his/her place until the next general meeting.   
 
30)  Expulsion of a Board member – any member or members in good standing may 
apply to the Board to have a Board member or members expelled giving reasons for the 
request.  The impugned member or members will be notified by the Board and permitted 
to defend themselves.  The Board will then decide the matter and their decision made by 
a majority vote with the impugned Board member or members not permitted to vote. 
 
31) Voting at Board Meetings - questions arising at any meeting of Directors shall be 
decided by a majority of votes. In case of equality of votes, the Chairman shall cast the 
deciding vote. A declaration by the chairperson that a resolution has been carried and an 
entry in the minutes shall be prima facie evidence of that fact. 
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32) Resolution in Writing - a resolution in writing signed by all the executive members 
shall be valid and effectual. 
 
33) Liability- every Director of the Society shall be deemed to have assumed office on 
the understanding, agreement and condition that every Director of the Board, his heirs 
executors, administrators and estate respectively shall from time to time and at all times 
be indemnified and saved harmless out of the funds of the Society from and against all 
costs on a solicitor or client basis, charges and expenses whatsoever which the Director 
sustains or incurs in any action, suit or proceedings against him/her in respect of any act, 
deed, matter of things whatsoever done or permitted  him/her or any other Director or 
Directors in the execution of his/her office, except the costs, charges or expenses as are 
occasioned by his/her willful neglect or default. 
 
 

OFFICERS 
 

34) Officers – shall be a President, Vice president, a Past President, a Secretary and a 
Treasurer, Newsletter Editor, and such other officers as the Board may determine. One 
person may hold more than one office except the officers of President and Vice-
President.  Officers shall be elected by the voting members of the Society. 
 
35) Duties - the duties of the Officers of the Society shall be as the terms of their 
engagement call for or the Board requires them. 
 
36) President - the President shall be ex-officio a member of all committees.  The 
President shall, when present, preside at all meetings of the members of the Society and 
of the Board. The President shall be charged with the general management of the 
Society. The Vice-President shall assume the duties of the President in the absence of 
the latter.  In the absence of both the President and Vice-President, a chairperson may be 
elected at the meeting to preside. 
 
37) Past President - shall be ex-officio member of the Board and serve as an advisor to 
the Board. 
 
38) Secretary-Treasurer - the Offices of the Secretary and Treasurer may be combined 
or separated as determined by the Board. 
 
39) Secretary - shall be ex-officio clerk of the Board and shall attend all meetings of the 
board and record all facts and minutes of all proceedings in the books kept for that 
purpose.  It shall be the duty of the secretary to attend all meetings of the Society and of 
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the Board, and to keep accurate minutes of same.  If the Society has a Seal, he/she shall 
have charge of the Seal of the Society which whenever used shall be authenticated by 
the signature of the Secretary and the President, or, in the case of the death or inability 
of either to act, by the Vice-President.  In case of the absence of the Secretary, his/her 
duties shall be discharged by such officer as may be appointed by the Board.  The 
Secretary shall have charge of all the correspondence of the Society and be under the 
direction of the President and the Board. 
 
The Secretary shall also keep a record of all the members of the Society and their 
addresses, send all notices of the various meetings as required and collect and receive 
the annual dues or assessment levied by the Society.  Such monies shall be promptly 
turned over to the Treasurer for deposit in a Bank, Trust Company, Credit Union or 
Treasury Branch as required. 
 
40) Treasurer - shall receive all monies paid to the Society and be responsible for the 
deposit of same in whatever Bank, Trust Company, Credit Union or Treasury Branch 
the Board may order.  He/she shall properly account for the funds of the Society and 
keep such books as may be directed.  He/she shall present a full detailed account of 
receipts and disbursements to the Board whenever requested and shall prepare for 
submission to the Annual meeting a statement duly audited of the financial position of 
the Society and submit a copy of same to the Secretary for the records of the Society. 
 
41) Newsletter Editor – shall gather and write information for publication in a newsletter 
to be published and sent out to the membership at least two times per year. 
 
42) Delegation of Authority - In case of the absence or inability to act of any officer of 
the Society or for any reason the Board may deem sufficient, the Board may delegate all 
or any of the powers to such persons(s). 
 
 
         FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 
43) Fiscal year – the fiscal year of the Society in each year shall be Dec.31st. 
 
44) Signing Authority - all cheques or other orders of payment of money, notes or other 
evidence of indebtedness issued in the name of the Society shall be signed by such 
officer or officers of the Society and in such a manner as shall from time to time be 
determined by resolution of the Board. 
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At least two - President, Vice-President, Secretary or Treasurer or other Officer 
appointed by the Board for the purpose - shall be signing Officers for the Society. 
 
45) Unless authorized at any meeting and after notice for same shall have been given, no 
officer, director or member of the society shall receive any remuneration for his/her 
services. 
 
46) Borrowing Powers – for the purpose of carrying out its objectives, the society may 
borrow or raise or secure payment of money in such manner as it thinks fit, and in 
particular by the issue of debentures, but this power shall be exercised only under the 
authority of the society, and in no case shall debentures be issued without the sanction 
of a special resolution of the society. 
 
47) Appointment of Auditors - the Directors shall appoint an auditor to ensure the 
financial statement is current and accurate. An audit must be conducted every year per 
the requirements of the Societies Act.   The Audit may be conducted by a qualified 
Accountant; by such person that the Board may deem capable and qualified to conduct 
such audit; or by two members of the society elected for that purpose subject to article 
46 of these by-laws. 
 
48) An officer or any voting member of the Society shall not be capable of being 
appointed auditor of the Society unless the appointment is approved by a majority vote 
of all the members entitled to vote for the election of officers. 
 
49) Rights and Duties – a complete and proper statement of standing of the books for 
the previous year shall be submitted by the auditor to be presented at the annual General 
Meeting of the Society.  The fiscal year of the Society in each year shall be December 
31st.  The auditor(s) shall make a report to the members and directors on the account 
examined by them and on every balance and statement of income and expenditures laid 
before the society at any annual meeting during their tenure of office and the report shall 
state whether or not they have obtained all the information and explanation they have 
required, and whether in their opinion the balance sheets referred to in the report is 
properly drawn up as to exhibit a true view of the state of the Society’s affairs. 
 
50) The books and records of the Society may be inspected by any member of the 
Society at the Annual Meeting or at anytime upon giving reasonable notice and 
arranging a time satisfactory to the officer or officer having charge of same.  Each 
member of the Board shall at all times have access to such books and records. 
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BY-LAWS 
 

51) By-law Amendments - The By-Laws of the Society shall not be altered or added to 
except by a special resolution of the Society, “Special Resolution” shall mean a 
resolution passed by a majority of not less than ¾ of the members entitled to vote and 
who are present at a General or Special meeting of the Society. 
 
 
      SOCIETY SEAL 
 
52) Society seal - the Park Warden Service Alumni Society Alberta will not adopt a 
society seal. 

 
DISSOLUTION 

 
53) If the Society shall be wound up or dissolved then all assets and accumulated 
income is to be transferred to a Society with similar objectives to the Park Warden 
Service Alumni Society Alberta or if such charity does not exist, to a charity or charities 
of the Board’s choice or to the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies.   
 
 

 


