I just recently heard that we have lost another member of our Park Warden Service family.
Muriel (Jones) Woledge passed away at the age of 99 on June 12, 2024.

Muriel was born on April 10™, 1925 in Blairmore, Alberta to Edward and May Jones. She
met Jack Woledge in Banff when she was working at the Banff Café and Jack was working
for Jimmy Simpson. They married in 1943 in Bearberry, Alberta. Muriel and Jack lived in
various warden stations within the National Park, with Muriel’s favourite warden station
being Stoney Creek. Muriel and Jack had four children - Jack Jr., Jim, Joan and Nicoli.

When Jack was hired on with the warden service in 1953, Muriel, like many wives of national
park wardens, became a ‘silent partner’. Muriel raised her family while living in several back
country cabins including Bryant Creek, Stoney Creek, Eight Mile (Spray River). Life in the
districts required a lot of independence, hard work and ingenuity; qualities that Muriel
possessed. When stationed at the isolated Bow Summit, 42 kms north of Lake Louise,
Muriel often drove her children to Lake Louise to attend school. She worked at the Post
Hotel while the kids were in school, and then drove back to Bow Summit at the end of the
day.

Muriel loved the mountains and the outdoors. She was a very hard worker who always
seemed to be smiling. She will be deeply missed by many of your warden service family but
never forgotten. She touched many lives and will be remembered for her sense of humour,
her love of animals, and her determined spirit.

After her husband’s (Jack) passing, Muriel returned to Calgary, where she was an active part
of her community for many years. In the last years, she loved to reminisce about her time in

Banft.

Muriel is survived by her daughter, Nicoli Woledge, her eight grandchildren and many great-
grandchildren, nieces and nephews. She was predeceased by her husband, Jack Woledge; her



children: Albert, Jack, Jim and Joan; her sisters Ellen and May; and her brothers Eddy and
Jack.

Rest in peace, Muriel.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Whyte Museum of the Canadian Rockies in
Banff or online at https://www.whyte.org/
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